TransitionME 2012  ~ Raising Aspirations
Employment, Post-Secondary Education, Transition and Community Supports
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IMPORTANT:  Registration Deadline is May 18th, 2012

FREE for parents, family members/caregivers and youth in transition (9th grade to age 26)

Cost is $25.00 for professionals, providers and educators (Payment due by May 22)

Continental breakfast and lunch will be provided

Please fill out a registration form for each person attending the conference
I am a:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Family Member   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Professional / Provider   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Educator   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Youth (9th grade to age 26)  
    
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
Name:      

Organization:      
Address:      
City:      




State:     
Zip:      

















E-mail:      






Tel:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

Accommodations:      
Optional (Not Required)
Race:       

 FORMCHECKBOX 
White        FORMCHECKBOX 
Black / African American       FORMCHECKBOX 
American Indian / Alaskan Native        FORMCHECKBOX 
Asian       FORMCHECKBOX 
Unavailable       FORMCHECKBOX 
Decline     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:       
Ethnicity:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Hispanic, Latino or Other Spanish Origin       FORMCHECKBOX 
Not Hispanic       FORMCHECKBOX 
Unavailable       FORMCHECKBOX 
Declined

Language:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
English       FORMCHECKBOX 
Spanish       FORMCHECKBOX 
Somali       FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:       

              

           Workshop Selections:

10:30-11:45: Session 1 (Please choose one)

A  FORMCHECKBOX 
      B  FORMCHECKBOX 
        C  FORMCHECKBOX 
        D  FORMCHECKBOX 

    E  FORMCHECKBOX 
      

12:45-2:00: Session 2 (Please choose one)

A  FORMCHECKBOX 
      B  FORMCHECKBOX 
        C  FORMCHECKBOX 
        D  FORMCHECKBOX 

    E  FORMCHECKBOX 
      F  FORMCHECKBOX 

2:15-3:30: Session 3 (Please choose one)

A  FORMCHECKBOX 
      B  FORMCHECKBOX 
        C  FORMCHECKBOX 
        D  FORMCHECKBOX 

    E  FORMCHECKBOX 
      F  FORMCHECKBOX 

TransitionME 2012  ~ Raising Aspirations
Workshop Descriptions
10:30-11:45
Sessions: 1

A -- Employment First in Maine: A Discussion About Policy and its Implications for Youth
      The panel will discuss policy changes taking place in Maine and across the country regarding “Employment First”   

      efforts.  Information about activities in Maine and their implications for youth in transition will be discussed.

      Presenters: Betsy Hopkins, Deb Gilmer and Gail Fanjoy
B -- State Services for Adults 

      Representatives from state agencies will discuss services available from their agencies for youth in transition

Facilitator: Janice LaChance


Panel: Representatives from state agencies.

C -- Meet the Community Providers


      Meet directly with the service providers who assist in making the transition to independent living obtainable and 

      sustainable. Each provider describes their programs and services. Join this open forum to have your questions 

      answered by the experts. 


Facilitator: Donna DeWitt

      Panel: Living Innovations, Goodwill, Strive, Amicus and Alpha One

D – Technology Supporting Employment & Independent Living

      ALLTECH staff will discuss and demonstrate technology that can assist individuals who are are in the 


workforce or transitioning back to work or school and have sustained an injury/have a disability. Aids to independent


living will also be demonstrated and discussed. An overview of ALLTECH services and programs including 


assistive technology demonstration and loaner program and the recycle and reuse program will be discussed. We 


will demonstrate several pieces of technology that have proven to improve the lives of those who have disabilities.
      Presenter: Deb Dimmick – ALLTECH

E – Career Exploration


The Transition Career Exploration Workshop (TCEW) curriculum is an exciting new resource for use with transition


age students. Developed by the Maine Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, the TCEW engages students in career 


exploration through the use of assessments, small group activities and games while assisting them to learn more


about their vocational skills and interests. Come learn how the TCEW could support transition planning in your school 


or agency!
      Presenters: Christopher Bean and Anne Marie Riley

12:45-2:00    Sessions: 2

A -- Employment for All! An Introduction to Customized Employment

This interactive presentation will provide an overview of customized employment strategies including the discovery 

       process and provide recommendations for families and educators engaged in the transition process.


Presenter: Deb Gilmer
B - What Families Need to Know: Transition from High School to Post-Secondary Education or a Job in the  

      Community


Maine Vocational Rehabilitation has developed a curriculum outlining what a student needs to know to successfully 


prepare to transition from high school to further school or a job.  The intent is to share it with all Maine's high schools.

Panel: Vocational Rehabilitation: Christopher Bean and Anne Marie Riley




     Disability Employment Initiative Grant: Auta Main, Gwen LaPointe

C -- Where the Rubber Meets the Road:  What Works in Transition and What we Need to do to Get There.


The presenters will discuss supports and strategies that have been identified as "best practices"  in supporting the 

       transition of youth with disabilities from school to adulthood.  Relying heavily on what families have said about their 


experiences with transition, they will examine how typical transition practices often differ dramatically from those are 


likely to improve adult outcomes.  Finally, they willl discuss steps that could be taken to more closely align transition 


planning for Maine youth with best practices.  The presenters will draw on their recent experiences working with youth 


and familes in  transition-related projects.

Presenters: Janet May, Alan Kurtz and Billie Taylor

D -- Health Care: Making the Move from Child to Adult.

       Speaker will talk about differences between children’s health care services and adult health care services.

       Tips you should know to make a successful transition.

       Presenter: TBA

E -- Housing 

The Housing Informational Panel will include experts from the field of housing and supports.  Andy Taranko of Living 

Innovations, Cullen Ryan of the Maine Housing and Quality Services Coalition and John Egan of Coastal Enterprises, 

Inc. will join MPF Midcoast Regional Coordinator Beth Jones for an overview of available housing options to 

help families think about creative, sustainable alternatives for their transitioning young adults with special needs.
       Facilitator: Beth Jones

           Panel:  Living Innovations, Coastal Enterprises, Community Housing of Maine, MSHA and Alpha One
F -- No Groups, No Programs, No Buildings, NO KIDDING!

While living in a home of one’s own, competitive employment, and community belonging have become the

benchmarks of success, human service organizations and educators responsible for transition planning have

struggled to realize these outcomes for people with disabilities.  KFI is an award winning organization that transformed

itself in the 80’s and 90’s from traditional center-based services to personalized supports for people with intellectual

and developmental disabilities to live in homes of their own, work in community businesses, and conduct business

and contribute to their communities as typical citizens. By highlighting individual and organizational stories of success,

Gail will demonstrate how KFI has embraced certain principles of connection in order to expand and deepen people’s

relationships with others and which helped to transform its agency by building person-centered supports…one person

at a time.
           Presenter: Gail Fanjoy

2:15-3:30
Sessions: 3

A -- Understanding the Impact of Work on Social Security Disability Benefits.


Come learn about the work incentives and rules that make it possible for Social Security disability beneficiaries (SSI 


or SSDI) to work and still receive monthly payments, Medicare or MaineCare. This workshop will be facilitated by a


Community Work Incentives Coordinator (CWIC), who is trained to understand these rules and can answer many


questions about how a job will affect a person’s benefits.

Presenters: David Dubay and Stephanie Desrochers

B -- An Overview of Think College


Doors to colleges are opening for people with intellectual and other developmental disabilities in many different

      ways all over the country.  This interactive session will share information about the Think College initiative and

      the new provisions of the Higher Education Opportunities Act.
      Presenter:  Deb Gilmer

C -- TRIO – Student Support Services and Disability Services at the University of Maine


Students who attend the University of Maine have access to a variety of supports to help the transition to college and


increase the likelihood of success. This workhop will describe these supports provided through the University's TRiO-


Student Support Services and the Disability Support Services Programs and the peer mentoring service that these 


two programs work hand-in-hand to provide.

Presenter:  Alan Parks and Sara Henry

D -- Maine’s 2011 State Personnel Development Grant Targets Effective Transition Planning for Children with

      Disabilities

Participants will be provided an overview of the Maine’s 2011 State Personnel Development Grant’s Goal 5 and how it impacts transition planning for children with disabilities statewide.  Review of the grants structure and the development and implementation of effective compliant transition plans and activities within timelines will be shared. Participants will be asked to provide input to the grant’s Goal 5: Task Force for Effective Transition Planning this will assist with the development and implementation of a sustainable statewide professional development plan.
      Presenters: Jan Breton and Debra Jean Scheibel
E -- What to do About Guardianship?

If you have a family member with a disability or special health care need who is approaching 18 years of age and have considered guardianship or you know an adult who is under guardianship, this workshop is for you.  

Participants will learn about the different types of guardianship and other options to support your child 
       Presenter: Staci Converse

F -- Peer Supports


Various groups share peer support information from their organizations.

       Presenters: Eric McVay, Ryun Anderson and Alpha One invited
May 24th, 2012


University of Maine, Orono


Wells Common


8:00-3:30





�





Please return form by May 18th : 





Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:psteeves@mpf.org" ��psteeves@mpf.org�





Fax: 588-1938 ATTN: Penny





Mail: Maine Parent Federation  


                ATTN: Penny


484 Maine Ave.


Farmingdale, ME 04344





If you need help filling out the form call 1-800-870-7746











TransitionME 2012 is a collaboration between Maine Parent Federation, Maine Department of Labor Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, Maine Department of Education – Office of Special Services, Syntiro, Down East Communities of Practice 

Planning Committee, and UMaine Center for Community Inclusion and Disability Studies

